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STATEMENT  
on the conduct of our Genomic Study on the Filipino Past 
 
 
The National Commission on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP) central office and the Philippine Health 
Research Ethics Board (PHREB) have been accusing us of unethical conduct of research in relation to 
a genomic study on the Filipino past. This collaborative work was made possible through the 
involvement of indigenous partners and affiliates from various local universities, non-governmental, and 
governmental organizations. 
 
These accusations were also raised to us previously by the head of the scientific advisory committee of 
the Philippine Genome Center’s Program on Forensics and Ethnicity through a report that contains 
patently false statements, authored by a member of a local Philippine ethics committee and the head of 
the said program who is pursuing similar genetic research in the Philippines. 
 
These are baseless accusations that aim to discredit good research. We have addressed these 
complaints that were officially filed by the PHREB and/or the NCIP central office, by responding to 
multiple investigations carried out by five independent organizations:   
i.) The Regional Ethics Review Board of Uppsala, Sweden 
ii.) Nature Journal, who consulted an independent bioethicist specializing in the region 
iii.) Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America / PNAS 

Journal, who also consulted an independent bioethicist specializing in the region 
iv.) The Uppsala University Board for Investigation of Deviations from Good Research Practice - 

headed by a former chief Judge of the Uppsala region 
v.) The Ethics Review Appeals Board of Sweden - headed by a Justice of the Supreme Court of 

Sweden 
 
To date, all five investigating entities have rendered their final decisions. Every time after thorough 
investigation, the five independent bodies have reached the same conclusion: that the accusations are 
without basis and that the conduct of our research was performed in accordance with ethical standards. 
We are absolutely confident that we have all the necessary authorizations required by Philippine and 
Swedish laws (see the detailed information in the Supplementary text of the relevant publications), and, 
in addition, have fulfilled the regulations of UNESCO International Declaration on Human Genetic Data. 
Consent was secured from each individual who participated in the study and, whenever necessary, from 
each respective Indigenous Cultural Community Council. 
  
Even after each decision was rendered in our favour, and after being accorded due process by the 
various independent bodies, the NCIP central office continued to employ their assault to discredit our 
study. They repeatedly sent emails to various academics around the world, containing their baseless 
accusations that did not withstand fact-based scrutiny. This inappropriate tactic will only reinforce a view 
that the complainant is unduly acting with questionable intent, behaving outside the rule of law and 
disregarding the ethical code of conduct expected of public officials. 
 
We will let the clear outcome of the impartial investigations speak for themselves. We will remain 
staunchly committed to the ethical principles of research involving humans, as supported by objective 
vetting by independent bodies. We will continue to advance our mandate to do research unperturbed, 
with invaluable support from our indigenous partners and colleagues from all over the world.  
 
The Filipinos have the right to be informed of the results of the study, important findings that highlight 
our heritage, shared origins, unique diversity, and complex prehistory. Given this, we will remain 
steadfast to our principal mission and moral responsibility to disseminate new knowledge, above and 
beyond the nuisance of misguided monopoly, conflicting interests, and unnecessary obstruction. 
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